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Content 

 

• Society has changed 

• How can we understand dropout 

• Another way to reseach 

• What do we find through the young 
people’s own stories? 
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Baker’s «The schooled Society»  

• School mandatory and essential for all 

• Culture og education influence  

• Subjectively and objectively define individual 
success and failure 
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«The Schooled Society»  
a new phase in the knowledge economy? 

Trad. view of the knowledge economy The Schooled Society 
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Short background. 

Dropout in Norway 
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Completion rate, upper secondary in Norway, 2012-2017 

74,5% 
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How can we understand 

dropout?? 

• Quantitative 

• Qualitative  
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Boys   

Family background  

Not Norwegian as 
mother tongue 

Vocational 

Bad marks from 
lower secondary 
school 

Living with 
one parent Other reasons 

Risk factors  

Local enviroment   



What can’t this reseach tell us? 
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The question we ask ourselves is:  
• How do the youths explain what led to dropping out of 

school? 
The research questions are as follows: 
• What reasons do the youths give for leaving school before 

completion?  
• How do their life stories mirror their drop-out story? 
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The success of our research builds on 

• Cooperation with practitioners 

• Students as co-researchers 

• The way we interview 
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Methodology  

Longitudinal qualitative study- 10 years 
altogether, we are in the fifth year 
 
Narrative interviews, collect an in-depth 
knowledge of the individual life stories.  
 -71 participants, 
 -Age of 16-21, when we started 
 -Are interviewed 1-4 times, dependant on 
 availability 
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We have an obligation to ask: 

From where do our 
questions originate? 

 

And then we know to whom 
we are accountable. 
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1. We want to find the unique and personal 
experiences  
 

2. We have to find out about the relationship between 
us as researchers and them as informants 
 

3. We do NOT want to have answers to our questions- 
we want to have the young people’s stories about 
their lives. 

We have to find another way! 
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How can these perspectives contribute into the research about 
young people? 
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When a young man was answering a questions about 
hobbies, he smilingly said he loved cats. After having 
followed this interest, the conversation went over to the 
tattoo he ad which included the name of a friend's cat. 
 
From there a dialogue developed, and instead of answering 
the questions he told his story. He told us about his love for 
animals and his loneliness and lack of human contact. The 
stories also contained dropout and therapy sessions. 

An example 
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The young people told us two stories that 

revealed the complexity of dropout. 

This is what they said at first: 

• A singular event,  

– Failed the exam, didn’t get an 
apprenticeship, chose the wrong 
strand.… 

 

– Some examples of another story 
appearing 
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Paula  

Primary school 

• I do not know why. But I was very different. And it meant that it was difficult to sit in class with 
the others. Because everything you did was observed. Because you did something without 
understanding why people thought what you did was strange. So then you did something 
strange. And now I can understand better. For example when we were going to take a photo, 
and then I came with these mucky boots and the hair in a.. And then I sit down and smile. 
Another girl wouldn’t have done that. 
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Paula  

• I was often teased by the teachers. A lot of times it was fun. Yes, if you decide to stand up for 
something- and things like that, that is ok. And some other times then I was being made fun 
of in front of the class. If they used persons as examples, then I often was picked. But that was 
because I could take more than the other girls. 
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Peter  

• Yes, I think sort of, that it is the schools fault, that I have dyslexia. Because I think that, that a 
lot of the reason that I have dyslexia today is because I have been bullied. At primary school, 
at lower and upper secondary school. Because then, perhaps you quickly, yes how should I 
put it, hm, […] school should be a place that is safe and good, but perhaps it isn’t. You are 
supposed to learn there, but you are challenged differently in you everyday life. Where you 
perhaps start thinking about other things, and become unmotivated because you are being 
bullied. And unconcentrated because of this, and lost a bit of, what should I say, the fire, or 
the strength to actually bother to try in a way. 

• I mean, if not, if the school or the teachers had been better at forcefully stopping the bullying 
at primary school, then I don’t think I would have struggled so much with the dyslexia. And 
the way it is, I don’t struggle so much now, except from my dyscalculia. But I don’t think I 
would have struggled so much at upper secondary school, I don’t think so. 
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Dennis 

• We [father and son] look exactly the same, but he is… he is very serious, he is an adult. It’s not like he 
has struggled with things, but he is a bit too fond of alcohol. And he becomes very emotional when 
he is drunk, and I hate to look at that. It’s ok, he can have some and cry on my shoulder, things like 
that. But when you have a child at home [Dennis’ sister] and you drink, and you can’t take beer … so 
he drinks five beers, and then he walks like this. And. And Elisabeth [sister] is there, and then I 
become nearly like «No, I am taking her away» sort of. And then I go to grandma and granddad and 
deliver her there. 
 

• And grandma and granddad are the most serious people I know that I have seen all my life, that I 
know of. So it's like. But when they start drinking and they have a good time in a way, then they can 
be a bit like «Where’s the party?» in a way, like them too. But then the crying starts and things like 
that. And Elisabeth sits there, in front of them. And then I get upset that she sees this. Because I do 
not want to see this either. It isn’t fun to see you daddy cry when you are at the age she is, and not 
understand.  
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Another story 

Their complex life situation 

Challenges at school as bullying, learning 
difficulties', lack of relationship 

Challenges at home, single families, addiction, 
welfare, poverty, being alone 

 

Dropout as a mediated social process- over 
time, a process in the meeting with the 
institutional level. 
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Education, Youth & 

Biographies:  

 

The Steady, The Shaky & 

 The Shivering 
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Three Types of Tightrope Dance in the 
Comeback Process 

Young people’s stories 
over time interpreted as 
biographies formed in an 
entrepreneurical spirit 
(«My Story») 

Tightrope biograpies (dances) 
describe how young navigate their 
Self according to (hidden) 
guidelines  



Høgskolen i Sørøst-Norge 

Kent 

Lina 

Lars 

• Dropped out of apprenticeship in the restaurant strand 
• Goes back to school doing a different strand (concrete worker) 
• Gets good grades at school and finds a new apprenticeship 

• Dropped out of health and social strand failing to complete exams  
• Returns to complete the missing exams 
• She is now getting good grades – but has absenses 

• Fails to complete exams but is expelled because of drug consumption 
• Returns to school and is closely followed by parents 
• Struggles to balance hashish use with his efforts at school 

They belong to the same risk group: They have low entry grades, they dropped out of school, parents with little 
education and modest income. They all present their schooling as selfmade decisions.  
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Three types of Tightrope Dances   The Steady – The Shaky – The Shivering  

Schooling as selfmade decisions:  
 
Kent – dealing with a negative appranticeship experience 
 
Lina – dealing with a mother into drugs 
 
Lars – dealing with his own hashish consumption 

Schooling result of young people in relations to 
their surroundings: 
 

school 

family 

Local 
community 

friends 
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Kent 
The Steady 

Lina 
The Shaky 

Lars 
The Shivering 

Tightrope Dances at the margins of school 

• The Steady – risk group – strong relations – local community, friends, school and family 
 

• The Shaky – risk group – weaker relations – local community, friends, school and family 
 

• The Shivering – risk group – possibly broken relations – local community, friends, school and family 
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What lesson may we draw from this? 

1. Youth at risk? – Look at their relationships and context! 
2. Education extends beyond school! 
3. Same risk group: Interventions that help some - may not help others! 
4. Dropout Research need to give young people a voice! 
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